The Story Behind Laughter

Source Sheet Developed by M?

Laughter is the prominent theme of this story, as Abraham, Sarah, and Isaac’s roles
are all defined by laughter. Did this laughter symbolize joy, ridicule, despair, or
something else altogether? As you read the text, consider why laughter is the focus
and what it is meant to represent. Click here to access our Laughter Gif board to
review all types of laughter, which can help you interpret this Biblical story.

After learning these texts, be sure to consider how you have used humor to help
navigate your way through personal trials and tribulations.

C Scene 1 )

Genesis 17:16-19 T-TU T I'WRI2

? What do you believe Abraham’s laughter symbolized? How is it best represented on the Laughter Gif board?
? Why do you think Abraham and Sarah were commanded to name their son Isaac?


https://padlet.com/DaysOfGratitude/TypesofLaughter
https://padlet.com/DaysOfGratitude/TypesofLaughter
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( Scene 2 ) m

Genesis 18:9-16 TU-U M ITWRI]

We're told that Sarah ‘laughed to herself’ According to the Laughter Gif board, what type of laughter might that have
been? Why would she keep it inside?

Why would Sarah have denied laughing? What did she fear that her laughter represented?
Why would G-d and Sarah be caught up on such a seemingly trivial point like laughter?

( Scene 3 )

Genesis 21:1-7 T=R :RI N'WRI]

What does Sarah's experience with laughter indicate about the powerful nature of laughter?
On the Laughing Gif chart, what type of laughter is Sarah projecting that everyone will exhibit?

Ishmael (Abraham’s firstborn son with Hagar) was caught ‘playing; which comes from the same Hebrew root for
laughter. Why did this distress Sarah to the point that she wanted him banished from the house?




