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The

Tzedakah

Rased on Maimonides
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There are eight levels of tzedakah, each one greater
than the other. The greatest level, higher than all the rest,
is to fortify a fellow Jew and give them a gift, a loan,
form with them a partnership, or find work for them, until
they are strong enough so that they do not need
to ask others. It is said, and you hold them as though a
resident alien, let them live by your side. "Hold them up,”
so that they will not fall and be in need.

One level lower than this is one who gives
tzedakah to the poor and does not know to
whom they give, and the poor person does not
know from whom they receive. This is purely a
mitzvah for its own sake, such as the Chamber of
Secrets in the Holy Temple, for there the righteous
would give in secret [and leave], and the poor, of good
background, would sustain themselves from it in
secret. Very close to this is one who gives to the
kupah of tzedakah, but one should not contribute to
the kupah of tzedakah unless one is certain that the
one who counts it is trustworthy and wise and
behaves competently, as was Rabbi Chanania
ben Teradion.

One level lower is one who gives tzedakah and the
giver knows to whom they give but the poor
person does not know from whom they take.
Such did the great sages who would go in secret and
throw money onto the doorways of the poor. A
method such as this one is a good way when the
keepers of tzedakah do not behave competently.

One level lower is when the poor person knows
from whom they take but the giver does not
know to whom they give. Such was the way of the
sages who would tie coins to their garments and
would throw the bundle over their shoulder so the
poor could come up and take without being
embarrassed.

One level lower is to give to them with one's own
hand before they can ask.

One level lower is to give to them after they have
asked.

One level lower is to give them less than one
should but with kindness.

One level lower is to give to them begrudgingly.

The greatest among the sages used to give a perutah

to the poor before every prayer service and only

afterwards would they pray, as it is said, Then |,
justified, will behold Your face.

of

There are eight levels of hospitality, each one
greater than the next. The greatest level, higher than
all the rest, is for a host to form a partnership with
their guest until they strengthen their spirit; until
they feel at home and can become a host. Of
this it is said “let them live by your side” - Welcome
iNto your house so that your guest will not feel like a
guest and you will not feel like a host.

Example:

One level lower is a host who does not know
their guest, and the guest doesn’t know their
host. This is to say that the titles are kept: the host
remains a host and the guest remains a guest; the
owner and the passer-by, the boundaries of
partnering and intimacy remain the same.

Example:

One level lower is a host who knows their
guest, yet the guest doesn’t know their host.
Like the hosts who ask and listen to everything their
guest says, but do not share anything about
themselves.

Example:

One level lower is a guest who knows their
host, yet the host doesn’t know their guest.
Like the hosts who constantly talk about
themselves, but do not pause to listen to what their
guest has to say.

Example:

One level lower is to invite a guest before the
guest has sought to be hosted.

Example:

One level lower is to invite a guest after the
guest has sought to be hosted.

Example:

One level lower is to provide a guest with less
than what they need, even if given with
kindness.

Example:

One level lower is to host begrudgingly.

Example:

Abraham Z"l made God wait as he was welcoming
his guests, therefore one should welcome and
attend to their guests before praying.
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