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Hope in A Time of Darkness
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Ezekiel’s vision of the Valley of Dry Bones is one of the most famous in the entire Bible. It seeks to offer
hope to the Jewish people by promising them that even though the destruction of the Temple and their

subsequent exile may feel like a death, God will ultimately redeem them and breathe life into the Jewish
people once more.

Ezekiel 37:11-14
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? In what ways have the Jewish people experienced this prophecy over the last century?

? Have you ever had an experience like this in your own life, a time when you lost hope only to find
yourself eventually redeemed?

@ Rebecca Solnit, Hope in the Dark, p. xiv

In what ways is hope different from optimism?

What kind of faith does hope require according to Rebbeca Solnit?
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Rebecca Solnit is a contemporary writer and activist whose works touch upon a variety of themes such as

feminism, environmentalism, and human rights. This quote is taken from a collection of essays dedicated to the
challenge of maintaining hope even in times when one’s efforts to better the world remain thwarted.

m2



@ Yehudah Amichai, Ein Yahav
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? Why do you think hope needs to be vigorously protected?

? Canyou think of a time that you had to defend a hope against attacks from others?

Return to this source sheet after you have listened to the Israel Story Podcast.
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? Do you think that this hope is finite?

? Why do you think that we still yearn for Zion if the Jews have already returned to Zion?
? If you were to write an anthem for the Jewish people, what would be the central theme of it?
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