
 

Hope in A Time of Darkness 
SOURCE SHEET BY MOLLIE ANDRON & ZACH TRUBOFF

Rebecca Solnit, Hope in the Dark, p. xiv

Hope locates itself in the premises that we don’t know what will happen and that in the spaciousness of 
uncertainty is room to act… Hope is an embrace of the unknown and the unknowable, an alternative to 
the certainty of both optimists and pessimists. Optimists think it will all be fine without our involvement; 
pessimists take the opposite position; both excuse themselves from acting. It’s the belief that what we do 
matters even though how and when it may matter, who and what it may impact, are not things we can 
know beforehand. We may not, in fact, know them afterward either, but they matter all the same.

In what ways is hope different from optimism? 
What kind of faith does hope require according to Rebbeca Solnit? 

Rebecca Solnit is a contemporary writer and activist whose works touch upon a variety of themes such as 
feminism, environmentalism, and human rights. This quote is taken from a collection of essays dedicated to the 
challenge of maintaining hope even in times when one’s efforts to better the world remain thwarted.
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Ezekiel 37:11-14

And He said to me, “O mortal, these bones are 
the whole House of Israel. They say, ‘Our 
bones are dried up, our hope is gone; we are 
doomed.’  

Prophesy, therefore, and say to them: Thus said 
the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves 
and lift you out of the graves, O My people, and 
bring you to the land of Israel.  

You shall know, O My people, that I am the 
LORD, when I have opened your graves and 
lifted you out of your graves.

In what ways have the Jewish people experienced this prophecy over the last century?  
Have you ever had an experience like this in your own life, a time when you lost hope only to find 
yourself eventually redeemed?

 יחזקאל פרק לז:יא-יד

ל  ֖ ית ישְִׂרָאֵ ֥ לּהֶ כּלָ־בֵּ ֔ וֹת הָאֵ ם הָעֲצָמ֣ ויַּאֹמֶר֮ אֵליַ֒ בֶּן־אָדָ֕

נוּ  ֖ ה תִקְותֵָ דָ֥ ינוּ ואְָבְ ֛ וּ עַצְמוֹתֵ שׁ֧ ים יבְָ ה אמְֹרִ֗ ֣ מָּה הִנֵּ ֑ הֵ
נוּ׃  ֽ רְנוּ לָ ֥ נגִזְַ

י יהְוהִ֒ הִנּהֵ֩  ֣ ה־אָמַר֮ אֲדנָֹ ֽ ם כֹּ ֗ ֜ אֲליֵהֶ א ואְָמַרְתָּ ֨ לכָןֵ֩ הִנּבֵָ
ם  ֛ י אֶתְכֶ ֥ ם והְַעֲליֵתִ ֗ וֹתֵיכֶ רֽ חַ אֶת־קִבְ ֜ י פתֵֹ ֨ אֲנִ

ל׃  ֽ ת ישְִׂרָאֵ ֥ ם אֶל־אַדְמַ ֖ י אֶתְכֶ ֥ י והְֵבאֵתִ ֑ ם עַמִּ ֖ מִקִּבְרוֹתֵיכֶ

ם  ֗ וֹתֵיכֶ רֽ י אֶת־קִבְ ֣ ה בְּפִתְחִ ֑ י יהְוָ ֣ י־אֲנִ ֽ ם כִּ ֖ ידַעְתֶּ ֽ וִ
י׃  ֽ ם עַמִּ ֖ ם מִקִּבְרוֹתֵיכֶ ֛ י אֶתְכֶ ֥ וּבְהַעֲלוֹתִ

ם  ֖ י אֶתְכֶ ֥ ם והְִנּחְַתִּ ֔ י בכָםֶ֙ וחְִייִתֶ ֤ י רוּחִ ֨ ונְתַָתִּ

יתִי  ֖ רְתִּי ועְָשִׂ ֥ ה דִּבַּ ֛ י יהְוָ ֧ ם כּיִ־אֲנִ ֞ ם ויִדַעְתֶּ ֑ עַל־אַדְמַתְכֶ

ה׃ ֽ נאְֻם־יהְוָ

Ezekiel’s vision of the Valley of Dry Bones is one of the most famous in the entire Bible. It seeks to offer 
hope to the Jewish people by promising them that even though the destruction of the Temple and their 
subsequent exile may feel like a death, God will ultimately redeem them and breathe life into the Jewish 
people once more.
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Yehudah Amichai, Ein Yahav

A night drive to Ein Yahav in the Arava Desert, 
a drive in the rain. Yes, in the rain. 
There I met people who grow date palms, 
there I saw tamarisk trees and risk trees, 
there I saw hope barbed as barbed wire. 
And I said to myself: That's true, hope needs to be 
like barbed wire to keep out despair, 
hope must be a mine field.

Why do you think hope needs to be vigorously protected?  
Can you think of a time that you had to defend a hope against attacks from others?
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נסיעה לילית לעין יהב בערבה 

נסיעה בגשם. כן בגשם. 

שם פגשתי אנשים שמגדלים תמרים. 

שם ראיתי עצי אשל ועצי אשליה. 

שם ראיתי תקוה דוכרנית כמו תיל דוקרני 

ואמרתי בלבי: אמת, התקוה צריכה להיות 

כמו תיל כדי להגן עלינו מן היאוש. 

התקוה צריכה להיות שדה מוקשים

יהודה עמיחי, עין יהב

Return to this source sheet after you have listened to the Israel Story Podcast.

HaTikvah, Naftali Herz Imber

As long as in the heart, within, 
The soul of a Jew still yearns, 
And onward, towards the ends of the east, 
an eye still gazes toward Zion; 

Our hope is not yet lost, 
The two-thousand-year-old hope, 
To be a free nation in our land, 
The land of Zion and Jerusalem.

Do you think that this hope is finite?  
Why do you think that we still yearn for Zion if the Jews have already returned to Zion?  
If you were to write an anthem for the Jewish people, what would be the central theme of it?

כּלֹ עוֹד בַּלּבֵָב פְּניִמָה 

נפֶֶשׁ יהְוּדִי הוֹמִיּהָ, 

וּלפְַאֲתֵי מִזרְָח, קָדִימָה, 

עַיןִ לצְִיּוֹן צוֹפִיּהָ, 

עוֹד לאֹ אָבְדָה תִּקְותֵָנוּ, 

הַתִּקְוהָ בַּת שְׁנוֹת אַלפְַּיםִ, 

להְִיוֹת עַם חָפְשִׁי בְּאַרְצֵנוּ, 

אֶרֶץ צִיּוֹן ויִרוּשָׁליַםִ.

התקווה ,נפתלי הרץ אימבר

http://www.ieje.org

