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TO HIDE OR STAND OUT?

This photo shows people passing by my friend near Sather Gate as he stands there contemplating 
whether or not to display his Jewish Star on campus.  Two photos are layered on top of each other – 
one of him wearing the Star around his neck and one without – to give you a feeling of the frustration 
and sadness I feel as a college student.
 

Every day on campus, I have these feelings of isolation and having to choose whether to blend in and 
lose my identity or to stand out and be judged for my upbringing and religious and cultural ties.  There 
have been several times on campus where I’ve walked by, and if I’m wearing a Jewish symbol, I get dirty 
looks.  It is a constant struggle.
 

There are so many movements to accept people who are different, to not judge or stereotype them, but 
when it comes to Jews, we are seen as different and many think it is okay to cast their prejudices on us.
 

As a Jewish person, I feel I have to choose whether to hide or stand out.  Do I want to be labeled as a 
Jew, which has a lot of negative attention associated with it, or do I want to just blend in and hide my 
history and culture? 

~ Joshua


