ISSUE: ENVIRONMENT

WHERE IS HOME? WHAT DO YOU KNOW
ABOUT THE PLACE WHERE YOU LIVE?

Genesis 2:7

:2 N'UNI2
God formed the Human from the dust of the N9 NNTRDP T9Y DIND NN DTN N1 X
earth, blowing into his nostrils the breath of NN W7 DTND N DPN NRWI 11982

life: the Human became a living being.

Questions for discussion in havruta/pairs:

» What do you notice about the Hebrew words for human and earth/soil? Why is
this important?

» Once you explore the connection between the words “adam’ and ‘adamah’ how
could you translate “Ha Adam”?

Now let’s read the commentary of Rashi (11th Century French scholar) on this pasuk/verse.

Rashiis commenting on where the dust that created Adam was from. He offers two possibilities:

Read Rashi on Genesis 2:7:

God gathered the dust [from which human was fashioned] from the entire earth - from its four
corners. Another explanation: God took the dust [from which human was made] from that spot

which was designated by the Almighty, at the very dawn of creation, as the future site of the
[Temple's] altar.’

Questions for discussion in havruta/pairs:

e Let'slook more carefully and divide Rashi's comment into two parts.
» What s the first answer he gives to where the dust was from?
» What is the second answer that he gives?

» How do these relate to the concepts of being a “wanderer” v. being
a “homesteader?”

» Does being “aware” of your origins help you feel more connected to the
places where you live?



