HOPE IN A TIME OF DARKNESS
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Ezekiel’s vision of the Valley of Dry Bones is one of the most famous in the entire Bible. It seeks to offer
hope to the Jewish people by promising them that even though the destruction of the Temple and
their subsequent exile may feel like a death, God will ultimately redeem them and breathe life into the
Jewish people once more.
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- Inwhat ways have the Jewish people experienced this prophecy over the last century?

+ Have you ever had an experience like this in your own life, a time when you lost hope only to find yourself eventually
redeemed?

e REBECCA SOLNIT, HOPE IN THE DARK, P. XIV

Hope locates itself in the premises that we don’'t know what will happen and that in the spaciousness of
uncertainty is room to act... Hope is an embrace of the unknown and the unknowable, an alternative to the
certainty of both optimists and pessimists. Optimists think it will all be fine without our involvement; pessimists
take the opposite position; both excuse themselves from acting. It's the belief that what we do matters even
though how and when it may matter, who and what it may impact, are not things we can know beforehand. We
may not, in fact, know them afterward either, but they matter all the same.

- Inwhat ways is hope different from optimism?
- What kind of faith does hope require according to Rebbeca Solnit?

Rebecca Solnit is a contemporary writer and activist whose works touch upon a variety of themes such as
feminism, environmentalism, and human rights. This quote is taken from a collection of essays dedicated to
the challenge of maintaining hope even in times when one’s efforts to better the world remain thwarted.
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like barbed wire to keep out despair,
hope must be a mine field.
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Why do you think hope needs to be vigorously protected?
Can you think of a time that you had to defend a hope against attacks from others?
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To be a free nation in our land,
The land of Zion and Jerusalem.
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Do you think that this hope is finite?
Why do you think that we still yearn for Zion if the Jews have already returned to Zion?

If you were to write an anthem for the Jewish people, what would be the central theme of it?
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https://www.israelstory.org/episode/mixtape-part-i-our-hope/

