Sending Love in the Midst of War
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Pedaya Mark served in the IDF during Operation Iron Swords, but his circumstances were different
than most other soldiers. Pedaya and his sister survived a terrorist attack seven years ago which
took their father’s life and left their mother seriously injured. His brother Shlomi died in a car
accident a few years ago. And his relative, Elhanan Calmanzon, was killed on October 8th as he was
rescuing civilians from the barbaric Hamas attacks.

Since his family is a bereaved family, Pedaya had every opportunity to forego serving in a combat
unit. But he felt a calling and a responsibility to serve as an officer, and found himself leading
troops through Gaza in the current war.
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On the Shabbat of October 13, Pedaya was in the army and sent a bouquet of flowers to his family
in the aftermath of his cousin’s death. He wrote the following note:
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What do you think compelled Pedaya to send flowers?
What stands out to you from this note?
How do you imagine his family reacted when they received the flowers and read the note?
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At almost every major intersection in Israel on Fridays, drivers pull to the side of the road, roll down
their window and purchase bouquets of flowers for Shabbat. Outside of Israel, it’s just as common
to adorn the Shabbat table with flowers.

The source of flowers on Shabbat dates back to a Talmudic tale of Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai, who
together with his son emerged from a cave where they were hiding from Roman persecution. It was
just before Shabbat and they saw an elderly man take two bundles of myrtle branches (the same
Hadas that is part of the Lulav).

“Why are you carrying those branches?” they asked.

“In honor of Shabbat,” the old man replied.

“Why won't one branch suffice?” they wondered.

The elderly man replied, “One branch to remember Shabbat (Zachor - 1127), and one branch to
preserve Shabbat (Shamor - Wnw).” Rabbi Shimon turned to his son and said, “See how

beloved the mitzvot are to Israel!l”

IWTP7 NAWN DI' NN AT Remember the Holy Shabbat
IWTP7 NAWN DI' NN MINY Preserve the Holy Shabbat

-From the Ten Commandments

One of Pedaya’s final acts of love to his family was the special delivery he sent from the front lines.
Pedaya’s story ends in a tragedy. On October 31, at the age of 22, he was killed in combat along with
many of his comrades from the Givati Brigade.

Just like the message in the Talmudic tale, the bouquet of flowers and accompanying note Pedaya
wrote are an expression of remembrance and preservation.

Remember and preserve the legacy of Shabbat.

Remember and preserve the determination to defeat evil.

Remember and preserve the importance of family.
In Pedaya’s memory and in honor of Shabbat, gift a bouquet of flowers to yourself, a friend, your

family or a stranger. Include a note that captures reflections of what is most important to you that
you want to remember and preserve.
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https://www.sefaria.org/Shabbat.33b.8?lang=bi&with=all&lang2=en
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